Donna Cooper
Current 
Executive Director



Public Citizens for Children and Youth

· Founding partner and lead organizer in the southeast for the Pre-K for PA Campaign to ensure that that every 3- and 4-year old child has access to high quality pre-kindergarten
· Founding partner and leader organizer in the southeast for the Campaign for Fair Education Funding to push for a new funding formula and adequate resources for public schools

· Developed the READ! By 4th campaign to double the share of Philadelphia public school students who are reading at grade-level by the time they enter 4th grade, securing commitments from 50 agencies representing $5 million in new resources

· Launched the Dream Care Cover All Kids campaign to push for reform at the state level so that all children can qualify for public health insurance regardless of their immigration status

2010-2013
Senior Fellow 

Center for American Progress 
2003-2010 
Secretary of Policy and Planning 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Office of the Governor 
2000-2002 
Campaign Director 
Good Schools Pennsylvania 
1999-2001 
Senior Vice President, Welfare to Work 

Philadelphia Workforce Development Corporation 
1997-1999 
Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, Mayor’s Office of Policy and Planning 

City of Philadelphia 
1994-1997 
Executive Director, Mayor’s Office of Community Services 


City of Philadelphia
Other Professional Activities
2015-2018
Adjunct Faculty – University of Pennsylvania, Urban Studies 
 

Education

University of Pennsylvania, Fels Center of Government, Philadelphia, PA

Master of Government Administration, 1987

School for International Training, Brattleboro Vermont

Master of Intercultural Management, 1983

Ithaca College, Ithaca, New York

Undergraduate Major Accounting and Finance – completed 90% of studies 
