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Education
Ph.D. Candidate in Religious Studies
Temple University, USA (September 2020 – Present)


Teaching Experience
Instructor of Record (Adjunct Instructor)
Department of Religion, Temple University
2023 – Present
REL 2006: Death and Dying
Fall 2023, Spring 2024, Fall 2024, Spring 2025, Fall 2025
• Independently taught multiple sections in both online and in-person formats
REL 1001: Religion and Society
Spring 2025
• Instructor of record for an undergraduate course on religion in social and cultural contexts
REL 0811: Asian Behavior and Thought
Fall 2025
• Instructor of record for an undergraduate course introducing Asian religious and philosophical traditions
Religion in the World
Summer 2023 (online)
• Instructor of record for an online undergraduate course on global religious traditions
Teaching Assistant
Department of Religion, Temple University
REL 2006: Death and Dying
Fall 2022
REL 1001: Religion and Society
Fall 2022
Religion in the World
Spring 2023
Professional Summary
I am a Ph.D. candidate in Religious Studies at Temple University specializing in Buddhist literature of the Song and Yuan dynasties, with particular attention to monastic poetry, travel writing, and biographical texts. My research examines how Buddhist monks articulated religious identity, engaged with political authority, and conceptualized cultural center and periphery through literary production in periods of imperial expansion, spatial mobility, and social transformation.
My work is grounded in philology, close reading, and intellectual history, while systematically integrating digital humanities and computational methods. I have received formal training in natural language processing and neural network–based approaches, and I actively apply these techniques to Classical Chinese and Buddhist texts. My computational research includes text classification, semantic modeling, emotion analysis, and the fine-tuning and evaluation of BERT-based language models for literary and religious corpora, with careful attention to linguistic accuracy and interpretive clarity.
In addition to text-based analysis, I work on computational codicology and manuscript studies. I develop and apply image-based analytical workflows, including heat-conduction–inspired deep learning models, to examine material features such as ink diffusion, wear patterns, and page-level anomalies in historical manuscripts. Across all projects, computational tools are used to support historically grounded interpretation and scholarly judgment, rather than to replace humanistic analysis.
Skills
Languages & Philological Expertise
• Classical Chinese (advanced reading and research proficiency)
• Modern Chinese (native)
• English (academic writing and presentation)
• Japanese (reading knowledge; JLPT N4)
Digital Humanities Methods
• Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for spatial analysis of itinerant monks
• Social network analysis of historical religious communities
• TEI/XML for text encoding and digital editions
Computational & NLP Methods
• Python for data processing, text analysis, and research prototyping
• Natural language processing for Classical Chinese texts (classification, semantic modeling, emotion analysis)
• Neural network–based language models, including fine-tuning and evaluation of BERT-based models
Research Interests
Buddhist literature of the Song and Yuan dynasties, with particular attention to monastic poetry, travel writing, and biographical texts, examined within their textual practices, religious thought, and social–historical contexts. My research focuses on how Buddhist monks articulated religious identity, negotiated political authority, and positioned themselves between cultural centers and peripheral spaces.
Digital humanities approaches to the study of religion, integrating traditional philological methods with computational analysis. This includes the use of GIS to analyze spatial mobility and transregional religious networks, social network analysis to examine patterns of interaction and affiliation, and computational text analysis of Classical Chinese religious corpora. I am particularly interested in applying natural language processing and neural network–based methods in ways that preserve linguistic accuracy and support close reading and historical interpretation.
Papers and Publications and Digital Projects
• Exploring 4th-Century Death Experiences and Religious Salvation: Case Studies from Strange Tales in Records of the Hidden and Visible Worlds. Presented at the Conference of Dizang, Mount Jiuhua, 2022.
• On the Use of Historical Social Network Analysis in the Study of Chinese Buddhism: The Case of Dao’an, Huiyuan, and Kumārajīva. Buddhist Studies, 2023. (Translated by Xiang Wei and Rouying Tang)
• Curing Disease and Praying for Rain: Two Neglected Social Functions of Song Dynasty Shamans. In Reflections on Mainland China and Taiwan, book chapter, 2023.
• The Use of Large Language Models for Translating Buddhist Texts from Classical Chinese to Modern English: An Analysis and Evaluation with ChatGPT-4, ERNIE Bot 4, and Gemini Advanced. Religions 15, no. 12 (2024): 1559. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel15121559
• Nehrdich, Sebastian; Avery Chen; Marcus Bingenheimer; Lu Huang; Rouying Tang; Xiang Wei; Leijie Zhu; and Kurt Keutzer. MITRA-zh-eval: Using a Buddhist Chinese Language Evaluation Dataset to Assess Machine Translation and Evaluation Metrics. In Proceedings of the 5th International Conference on Natural Language Processing for Digital Humanities, 129–137. Albuquerque, USA: Association for Computational Linguistics, 2025.
• Computational Codicology via Thermal Diffusion: Visualizing Material Anomalies in Lanten Religious Manuscripts.
Digital humanities research project, completed December 2025.
This project applies the vHeat neural backbone to manuscript studies, introducing a thermal diffusion–based workflow for visualizing page-level material anomalies. All scripts, documentation, and example outputs are openly released on GitHub:
https://github.com/xiangbuddha/Vheat-codicology
• Buddhafate — Domain-Specific BERT Model for Classical Chinese Poetry and Emotion Analysis.
https://huggingface.co/Buddhafate
Trained and released one of the earliest BERT-based models specifically designed for emotion analysis in Classical Chinese poetry.
Academic Experience
Conference Presentations
· “Chinese Large Language Models and Their Representation of Social Issues in China.”
Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference, USA, 2025.
· “The Use of Large Language Models for Translating Buddhist Texts from Classical Chinese to Modern English.”
Canonical, Non-Canonical and Extra-Canonical: Interdisciplinary and Multi-Media Studies of Buddhist Texts, China, 2024.
· “Applying Pre-trained Language Models to Emotion Analysis in Monastic Poetry:
A Case Study of Chushi Fanqi’s Northern Journey Poems (北游诗).”
Awakening through Intelligence: Innovative Digital Paths in Buddhist Textual and Linguistic Studies,
invited workshop, Zhejiang University, China, July 2025.
· “Applying Large Language Models to Analyze Chushi Fanqi’s Northern Journey Poems (Bei you shi):
Textual Features, Emotional Trends, and Comparison with Traditional Literary Criticism.”
International Association of Buddhist Studies (IABS) Conference, Leipzig, Germany, August 2025.
Workshops and Fieldwork
· Summer Doctoral School on Chinese Buddhist Iconography and Manuscript Culture
Ghent University, Belgium, 2024.
· Fieldwork on Typologies of Text–Image Relations in Chinese Temples,
Bangkok, Thailand, 2023.
· Multicultural Dunhuang: Manuscripts and Paintings,
FROGBEAR Training Program, 2021.

