Danian Darrell Jerry 
Temple University Philadelphia, PA, Doctor of Philosophy Student, Africology and African American Studies 
University of Memphis Memphis, TN, 2015 Master of Fine Arts, Creative Writing 
University of Memphis Memphis, TN, 2011 Bachelor of Arts, English and Philosophy 
EXPERIENCE 
Graduate Student Writing Tutor, Center for Writing and Communication Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, August 2026/Present
Applies writing strategies and craft lessons in order to assist  college students with their understanding of English composition and rhetoric, drafting, revision, and the writing process as an entire discipline
Associate Editor, Imhotep: Graduate Student Journal, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, Aug 2024/Present  
Reviews, acquires, edits, copyedits, and proofreads submissions for scholarly articles published by Temple University, utilizes teaching methods drawn from fiction workshops to assist contributing writers in the revision and polishing stages of the writing process
Co-editor, Universal Write Publications, LLC New York, NY May 2021/November 2025
Reviews, acquires, and edits submissions for the peer reviewed social-sciences volume Illmatic Consequences: The Clapback to Opponents of Critical Race Theory published by Universal Write Publications (2023), utilizes editorial feedback and professional development to guide contributing writers through the editorial process 
Fiction Editor, Obsidian: Literature & Arts in the African Diaspora Chicago, IL Aug 2020/Present 
Reviews, selects, and edits submissions for the literary journal published by Illinois State University, Normal (Publications Unit), utilizes methods drawn from fiction workshops and craft honing texts to assist contributing writers with the revision and polishing stages of the writing process
Adjunct Instructor of English, University of Memphis, Memphis, TN August 2013/May2022
Employs teaching strategies to instruct undergraduate students in the foundations of English composition, utilizes multimedia and web-based instructional tools
Adjunct Instructor of Creative Writing, Memphis College of Art Memphis, TN August 2016/May 2017
Facilitates and oversees fiction writing and performance workshop, employs instructional strategies to assist 
students, as they incorporate creative writing with technological research strategies and multimedia platforms
Student Worker (Archives): Charles L. Blockson Collection, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, Aug 2025/Present
Processes, organizes, and secures the safe transfer of  archival materials for the Charles L. Blockson Collection at Temple University
Program Assistant (Extern): Department of Behavioral Health and Intellectual disAbility Services Philadelphia, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA September 2024/Present 
Assists Philadelphia residents with registration for intellectual disability and autism services provided by the Department of Behavioral Health and Intellectual Disability Services
Assistant Editor, The Pinch Journal Memphis, TN August 2013/ May 2014 
Reviews submissions for the literary journal published by the University of Memphis, assists with the promotion and administrative duties of the journal 
Teacher/Tutor, Bowie Reading and Learning Center Memphis, TN August 2015/May 2023 
Delivers integrated instruction across literacy, American history, World History, and mathematics for neurodiverse learners

Maria Montessori School Memphis, TN August 2022/May 2023 Math Specialist / Hamlet 
Designs and facilitates interdisciplinary lessons connecting Algebra I concepts to real-world problem solving; utilizes creative writing and performance pedagogy to help students deconstruct and adapt Shakespearean texts for contemporary audiences
Adult Literacy Coach, Literacy Mid-South Memphis, TN March 2010/April 2011 
Delivers literacy curriculum to adult learners, tracks student progress, and works in tandem with colleagues to advance literacy skills, and ensure student success

PUBLICATIONS 
“Of Rights and Passage” Short Story—Black Panther:Tales of Wakanda Titan Books 2020
“Boy with the Golden Arm” Short Story—Fireside Quarterly 2020
“Natural Born Thriller” Short Story—Curating the End of the World: Red Spring - New York Live Arts 2020
“Dontay’s Bones” Short Story—The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction May 2021
“A City Called Heaven” Short Story—Trouble the Water: Tales from the Deep Blue Third Man Books 2021
“We Have to Save Us” Essay—Cracking the Wire During Black Lives Matter Fayetteville Mafia Press 2021
“Boy with the Golden Arm” Novel Excerpt—The Literarium: A Novel Serendipity Machine Third Man Books 2021
“Star Watchers” Short Story—Africa Risen: A New Era of Speculative Fiction Tor.com 2022, LOCUS Award and World Fantasy Award for Year’s Best Anthology
Illmatic Consequences: The Clapback to Opponents of ‘Critical Race Theory’ Social Science/Hip Hop Studies Anthology—Universal Write Publications 2023 (Winner of the Anna Julia Cooper &CLR James Award for Outstanding Publication in Africana Studies
“Blood in Coldwater” Short Story—The Map of Lost Places, Apex Publications 2025
“Plug in Plug Out” Short Story—Captain America: The Shield of Sam WIlson, Titan Books 2025
“A City Called Heaven” Short Story—Fiyah: Literary MAgazine of Black Speculative Fiction 2025
“COSMIC COLLABORATIONS: Ancestry, Afrofutures, and Black Joy (A Conversation with Tananarive Due and Steven Barnes)”—Tar Baby Magazine 2026
“Truth in the Sound Booth” Short Story—Tar Baby Magazine 2026
“Djhewty: The Measured Heart, the Guiding Light for Generations”—Imhotep Graduate Student Journal, Temple University 2026
“African Sage Wisdom: A Diasporan Epic Journey of Creativity” (Coauthored with Molefi Kete Asante)—Africology and the Diaspora 2026
Professional Development / Workshops 
Voices of Our Nation (VONA) Writing Workshop Fellow 2020/2021 
Under the Volcano Writing Workshop Volcanista Fellow 2023
 
Presentations

Afrofuturism and the Future (Discussion Panel) AWP Conference, Portland, Oregon, March 2019

Me Convention (Imagine Futures: Literature of the Imagination Presentation) SXSW, Frankfurt, Germany, September 2019

Conjurations and Speculations (Literary Arts Discussion Panel) Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts, October 2022

The Color of Sci-Fi (Discussion Panel) Detroit Public Library, Detroit, Michigan, October 7, 2023

Studying the African Trickster: Building Community Through Black Narrative, Kheprw Institute, Indianapolis, Indiana, January 2024

Disability Justice, and the Necessity for Adequate training for Law Enforcement Officials and First Responder Professionals, Institute on Disabilities Graduate Student Research Showcase, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, May 2025

Future Waves: Afrofuturism 2.0 and the World, Dakar, Senegal September 2025

Nommo An Afrocentric Intellectual Forfum: The Ausarian Journey and Afrocentric Literary Criticism, November 2025

Magic, Myth, and Realities in the Mississippi Delta, Baltimore, MD, AWP March 2026

Afrofuturism and the Law: A Symposium for Justice, Temple University April 2026

Global Afrocentricity 2026, May 2026

Awards
Anna Julia Cooper & CLR James Award for Outstanding Publication in Africana Studies, March 2, 2025 for Illmatic Consequences: The Clapback to Opponents of ‘Critical Race Theory’


